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No Summer Doldrums 


UMMERTIME in New England is not, for the native, necessarily 

synonymous with vacation time. To the motels, and inns, the roadside 
stands, antique and craft shops, and all those businesses which cater to ne 
“summer people” it is a time of increased and frequently hectic activi y 
The question now confronting us is whether this influx of summer popula 
tion is reflected in the small rural library. It seems logical that whereas the 
circulation figures in the city library might drop considerably while people 


vacation at lakes, mountains and beaches, the rural libraries might fing 
themselves increasingly busy. 
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That this is so is evidenced in several of the following articles. If you 
want to boost your circulation figures, summer is a good time to start, as 
many of our librarians have found. Boys’ and girls’ camps, cottages and 
motels, summer homes—all are possible sources of increased library patrons 
age. Have you invited them into your library? Let’s get more people inte 


the library and more books out! May your circulation rise with the thermo 
meter! | 


L. H. 
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SERVING THE SUMMER VISITOR 


by AprIAN A. ParapIs 


Mr. Paradis here looks at the library from the point of view of a summer patron, 
but he is also a trained librarian, having a B.S. in Library Science from Columbia Univer- 
sity. An author, too, he wrote last year LIBRARIANS WANTED: Careers in Library 
Service, which you will find annotated elsewhere in this issue. This is his sixth book on 
vocational guidance subjects. 


HIS YEAR are you planning to make a real effort to cater to summer 

visitors? Many librarians located in resort towns underestimate the 
interest or value of their collections to the “city slickers.”” The vacationer 
has time on his hands to browse and poke about. If he has any interest in 
books—and he won’t enter your library unless he has—a visit can provide 
him and you an exciting adventure of discovery. 


Instead of feeling that their library is inferior to those found in large 
cities, North Country librarians should put their best foot forward, play up 
their strong points and take pride in what they have at hand. Every library 
has some unusual books in its collection which should be of interest to 
visitors. 


The high spot of our vacations in the tiny village of South Hero, Vermont, 
is our weekly visit to the library, where Mrs. Mary H. Phelps is librarian. 
Each member of our family considers it a wonderful privilege to browse and 
borrow books which are not available to us elsewhere. This despite the fact 


that we are constant users of an excellent large public library located in 
suburbia. 


Many summer people probably appreciate your library more than the 
average year-round resident. In some towns these transients account for a 
large percent of the annual circulation. They are often eager to give books 
and money, to support the Friends of the Library, or assist in other ways. 
Are you making the most of your opportunities to interest visitors in your 
library? 


Here are five suggestions for bringing more people into your library: 


@ Make an exhibit of books featuring history, geography, customs, folk- 
lore, etc. of your town and state. Many strangers like to know all they 
can about the place they are visiting and they have plenty of time to 
read all about it. 











@ Feature such current or recent fiction and non-fiction as the library 
may have. Perhaps the bookmobile can help augment your stock, 
Many summer visitors do no recreational reading except on vacation 
and welcome this chance to catch up on current literature. 


If your library is open only once a week, consider adding an extra day 
even though it be but for an hour. Thus in the case of a library which 
is open only on Friday, summer people who arrive during the weekend 
must wait a week before they can use the library. Opening for an hour 
on Monday during July and August would provide a wonderful service. 


ARTHUR LANDON 
Memorial Library 
South Hero, Vermont 


@ Put notices in local hotels, boarding houses, motels, and cabins telling 
about the library hours. Be sure to include a phrase such as “Summer 
visitors welcome”’ to let transients know that your hospitality includes 


them. Perhaps a local artist or talented teen-ager could help make the 
signs. 


If you have a Friends of the Library organization, it would not be 
amiss to invite patrons to join after they have used the library’s 
services. A simple pamphlet or announcement suggesting membership 
in the Friends or contributions of cash and books might be given 
patrons or tucked inside books. 


On the other side of the coin we recognize that summer visitors cause | 
added work, annoyance and interruptions. We would like to think, however, 7 
that the good we do outweighs the evil. Who knows what some summer 
visitor may do for your library! 








ry 





SUMMER FARE 
by 
MILDRED J. PEASLEE 
Librarian, Franklin, N. H., Public Library 


ORTUNATE is the library where the construction of the building or 

the possession of an electric fan keeps it cool in summer, for that is a 
good step toward making people enjoy coming to the library as a comfortable 
spot. They may even linger longer on that account and, when there has been 
special preparation to intrigue their interest, these library patrons will find 
and appreciate the things they had not necessarily expected to find when 
they came in. 

THE USE OF FLOWERS in a library is much appreciated, judging by the 
comments made by regular patrons and summer visitors alike, making time 
spent arranging and caring for flowers and plants worthwhile. Books on the 
subject, including those on flower arrangements if a display is special, make 
an interesting small exhibit. The local Garden Club has presented the library 
with two shrubs now growing at the front entrance. They are the newly 
developed New Hampshire lilac (pink) known as the McFarlane lilac which 
people watch with interest as they blossom three weeks later than the or- 
dinary purple or white lilacs. 

VACATION IDEAS are timely offerings, as people do not always have in 
mind how or where they want to spend a vacation. The State Planning and 
Development Commission has attractive kits of vacation material which will 
make a display and individuals can send for the same or other suggestions, 
if they so desire. Groups of books on neighboring states and Canada, accom- 
panied by pictures from those sections make an appeal and suggest destina- 
tions to the would-be vacationer. 

Books INTO MOVIES, two shelves of them, have constant patronage by our 
readers. The collection contains a number of classics, also various modern 
and current novels that have been filmed. Book jackets of some of the books 
are posted near the bookcase and changed from time to time. 

A MemoriAt Book SHELF is of continuing interest, gifts from individuals 
and organizations being given in memory of a relative, friend or member, 
with choice of book or books usually depending upon the interests of the 
person memorialized. The week of Memorial Day the local paper carries the 
list of additions of the past year including the names of those remembered 
in this way and the names of donors. 

HousE PLANS AND HOME FURNISHING IDEAS are always in demand. We 
devote a small bookcase to such material, some of which we secure free from 











various lumber dealers, local and otherwise. Of course our book and maga- 
zine collections provide much for this particular grouping. 


Our SILENT Book AUcTION is now five years old. It has come to be 
expected the last two weeks of August each year. Last summer an offering 
of some 400 duplicate or unneeded gift books added $175 to the book fund, 


A SENIOR CITIZENS group, sponsored by the library, has comfortable meet- 
ing rooms in the basement, where it is warm in winter and cool in summer, 


Many of the members are constant borrowers of library books and maga- 
zines. 


Exuisits have become an important part of the modern library. They 
need not be sizable but timely and interesting, made up of objects, pictures 
and books. The display case need not be expensive. Our two display cases 
are (1) a sturdy table for which the school’s manual training department 
built a case with a locked glass top, bolting the two together and finishing 
them alike to match other library furniture, and (2) a doctor’s instrument 
cabinet (second-hand), with three glass sides and glass shelves. It is part of 
the pleasure of being a librarian to “discover” possible exhibits. Some of our 
exhibits giving the most pleasure have been: early local pictures; butterflies, 
moths and insects (foreign and American) ; items from world travelers, often 
service men and women; authors and illustrators; stamps and coins; foreign 
dolls and toys; shell arrangements; handicraft work of local people or sum- 
mer visitors; Indian relics; products of local industries; mechanical banks; 
ceramics; hobbies; pewter collection; earlier graduation group pictures; 


Lisbon Librarian, 
Mrs. H. M. Hawes, 
right, who has helped 
local readers and sum- 
mer visitors with their 
book selections for the 
past 11 years, is proud 
of the bulletin board 
which emphasizes new 
additions and reference 
materials available. As- 
sistant Librarian, Mrs. 
George Marshall, is as- 
sembling sewing equip- 
ment and reference 
books for the display. 
(Nancy Harris Photo) 
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MISS SIRI ANDREWS, librarian, viewing some of the paintings by local artists on 
exhibit last summer at the CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE, LIBRARY. 


covered bridges; Tasha Tudor cards; President Franklin Pierce; and Daniel 
Webster. We have had an excellent Indian exhibit from the Dartmouth 
College Museum and other exhibits from there might be possible. The 
coming centennial observance of the Civil War will give an opportunity to 
ferret out local items of that period. 


BOOKMOBILE SERVICE from the State Library, on an eight-week schedule, 
has provided several hundred additional titles for patrons to choose from 
whenever they visit the library. 


SOMETHING TO DISTRIBUTE to newcomers and summer visitors, as well as 
to inform regular borrowers, makes for good public relations. We use such 
items as the New Hampshire Tourist Map of the current year, and the 
Recreational Calendar for the summer and fall months, both obtainable from 
the State Planning and Development Commission at Concord. We also use 
the Chamber of Commerce illustrated booklet on Franklin, containing a map 
of the city; and the Police Department supplies us with a pamphlet for dis- 
tribution, “Safety in our community.” 

















LIBRARY PUBLICITY is always a good idea. For several years “Book Sug. 
gestions” have appeared in the local paper through the kindness of the editor, 
Six non-fiction books are listed each week, with a sentence of explanation 
about each book. Occasional special group loans from the State Library, 
accompanied by an attractive subject poster and printed lists of more books 
on the subject, are displayed in store windows a week or two before being 
available at the local library. To reach people who have not yet visited the 
library the Welcome Wagon Hostess has a colored sheet of pertinent library 
information to leave at each newcomer’s home where she calls. We aim to 
let everyone know what the Franklin Public Library and the New Hamp- 
shire State Library have to offer in the way of books and services. 


SUMMER{READING CLUBS 
by 
LOIS C. EVERTS 
Librarian, Byron G. Merrill Library, Rumney, New Hampshire 


UR SUMMER READING CLUB is one of the most important projects 

of the year. Many children would not open a book during the summer. 
To keep up their interest and enthusiasm we have, during the past ten years, 
planned programs to spark the imagination and make the children look for- 
ward to the starting of the club. We usually have the club start the week 
after school closes, before interest has a chance to lag. We always send in- 
vitations for each teacher to read to the pupils the last week of school, 
besides announcing it in the newspaper. 


Sailing Club 

A sea of blue cellophane was spread on a library table, with a shoreline 
of rocks and clumps of moss. Islands were small glass dishes filled with moss. 
Each child was given a gumdrop boat (half-moon orange segments). A tooth- 
pick spar held the sail, on which the child’s name was written. The books in 
the children’s room were set up in categories, well marked, of sport stories, 
adventure, historical, fairy tales, animal stories, classics and travel. 

Everyone started from Book Bay and could sail where he wished,—Animal 
Island, Fairy Inlet, Pioneer Light, etc. It took two fiction or one non-fiction 
to reach each place. After sailing to any three points, the child could head 
for Treasure Island and dig for treasure. Upon lifting a small rock on the 


6 

















a =~. SS + 











island, he found a treasure of shiny dimes and could take one. He could 
then set sail for other destinations, calling back at Treasure Island after 
every three ports made. 


Circus Reading Club 

An invitation is announced in each class room the last week of school: 
“Pink lemonade will be served at the library June 20th, between the hours 
of two and four, to all children wishing to join the Summer Reading Club.” 

As each child signs up, he is given a clown, about 18” high, cut out of 
cardboard, on which his name is written. Each clown is taped to a string 
stretched along two walls. After reading two story books or one non-fiction, 
a balloon is put in the clown’s hand. On one of the tables a circus ring has 
been made. After reading four books, the child may pick a circus animal to 
put in the ring. After that, every two books are rewarded with another 
balloon for the clown to hold, or another animal for the ring. Needless to 
say, the adults enjoy the gaiety of it too. 


Alpine Club 
Mountains and valleys were made by covering rolls of chicken wire with 
old portiéres. Cotton batting, pulled apart, made snow on the mountains. 
Our Mer de Glace (Lake of Ice) was made from a table mirror. Small cards 
with place names were placed at important points. We found small houses 
and a church for St. Pierre Village, and made a pasteboard monastery, even 


Mrs. Myra K. Campbell, 
Children’s Librarian of 
the Concord Public Li- 
brary, awarding prizes to 
winners of the annual 
Library Vacation Read- 
ing Group. (Swenson 
Photo.) 

















finding a small toy St. Bernard! Small tents were 3” x 4” construction paper 
folded, brown for boys and green for girls. Each child had a tent and a flag 
with his name, stuck in a marshmallow base by a toothpick. 


From Base Camp, after reading two books (one on travel or a travel 
story) they go to the Village of St. Pierre. Two more books (one an ad- 
venture story) will take them to the Monastery at the top of St. Bernard 
Pass. After reading two books (one history or biography) they continue to 
the Mer de Glace. After a rest to read two books (one poetry) they climb 
the Matterhorn! They catch their breath while reading two books (one on 
animals or sport) before attempting the Jungfrau Peak. Reading two books 
(one fairy tale or fantasy) they continue to Gotthard Pass. Another pause 
to read two more books (one a classic). They then reach their highest 


destination, Mt. Blanc. 


PROFESSIONAL REVIEWS 
Roy THOMAS 
Extension Librarian, N. H. State Library 


Fiske, Marjorie. BOOK SELECTION AND 
CENSORSHIP. Univ. of Calif. Press, 
$3.75. 


This study, undertaken by the University 
of California School of Librarianship, 
shows that the problem of book selection 
in connection with controversial material 
is a growing source of danger to sound 
librarianship in all public and school li- 
braries. Based on material collected in 
interviews with public and school librar- 
ians, and school and municipal adminis- 
trators in twenty-six communities in Cali- 
fornia, the book examines in detail book 
selection in all its phases. Although few 
censorship incidents receive publicity which 
results in national attention, every librar- 
ian is subjected to pressure of some sort 
on grounds of obscenity, politics, race, 
religion, and other criteria. While profes- 
sionally trained librarians tend to resist 
restrictive pressure, there are still an alarm- 
ing number of professionals who avoid 
purchasing materials of a controversial 
nature. 

Miss Fiske is obviously alarmed by the 
trend toward passive acceptance of com- 
munity control over book selection which 
applies not only to California, but to the 


whole country. Librarians are not too sure 
of their social position and this insecurity 
often leads them to compromise their prin- 
ciples. She is hopeful, however, that if the 
profession as a whole continues to assert 
these principles the individual librarian 
will be encouraged to apply them in his 
own community. 


Paradis, Adrian A. LIBRARIANS WANT- 
ED: CAREERS IN LIBRARY SERV- 
ICE. McKay, $3.50. 


Far from being a prosaic, routine job, 
librarianship offers opportunities of almost 
unlimited variety. From the New York 
Public Library with its several thousand 
employees in dozens of different job classi- 
fications, to a village library open only a 
few hours a week, Mr. Paradis shows the 
infinite possibilities for interesting and 
satisfying service through bringing people 
and books together. The alert and imagina- 
tive librarian is today a vital force in the 
cultural, social and intellectual life of the 
country. 

This should be a very welcome addition 
to library recruiting material, for it well 
achieves its purpose of showing that the © 
profession needs “trained young people — 
who have brains, imagination and a desire 
to serve their fellow creatures,” and “in 
return it promises one of the most chal- 
lenging, stimulating and exciting careers a 
person could want.” 















LIBRARY PROMOTION 


MRS. ESTHER M. SWIFT 





Baus, Herbert. PUBLICITY IN ACTION. 
Harper, 1954. $4.50. 


Excellent source material for businesses, 
public agencies, charitable organizations, 
churches and public libraries. 


Coplan, Kate. EFFECTIVE LIBRARY 
EXHIBITS. Oceana, 1958. $4.50 


Text and illustrations explain display ideas, 
arrangements, exhibits, posters, signs, show- 
cards and how to make them. 


Haseltine, Mary. ANNIVERSARIES AND 
HOLIDAYS. ALA, 1944. $6.00. 


Calendar of notable birthdays, holidays, 
and special occasions to publicize. 


Hein, Robert. EASY BULLETIN 
BOARDS. P. O. Box 103, Cleveland, 
1960. $1.50 


48 pages of black and white illustrations 
of posters, bulletin boards, exhibits and 
display for library publicity use. 


Lane, Janet. PLANNING YOUR EX- 
HIBIT. National Publicity Council, 257 
Fourth Ave., NYC 10, 1957. $1.25. 


Pamphlet of suggestions and _ illustrations 
for display methods, techniques and lay- 
outs. 


LIBRARY JOURNAL, pub. monthly by 
R. R. Bowker Co., 62 W. 45th St., NYC 
45. 


Excellent suggestions and ideas for pro- 

motion in the library. 

Loizeau, Marie. PUBLICITY PRIMER. 
H. W. Wilson, 1948. $3.00. 

The ABC’s of telling all about the pub- 


Free Public Library Commission, Montpelier, Vermont 


lic library. Gives the what, when, where, 
for what, by whom and to whom of 
library promotion. 


Wallace, Sarah. PROMOTION IDEAS 
FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES. ALA, 
1953. $1.50. 


Covers library publications, news releases, 
publicity, exhibits, posters, signs, displays 
and special services to patrons. 


Wilson LIBRARY BULLETIN. 

Feature articles from time to time about 
promotion and publicity ideas. The April 
1960 issue is devoted to Summer Reading. 


SOURCES FOR LIBRARY 
PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS 


Bruce Miller Publications. Box 369, River- 
side, Calif. 


Bulletin board materials, booklets and 
posters. Catalog available. 


Channing L. Bete Co. Greenfield, Mass. 
Promotional materials, posters, booklets in 
“scriptography.” Materials versatile and in- 
expensive. Price lists and descriptions on 
request. 


Children’s Book Council. 175 Fifth Ave., 
NYC 10. 

Free quarterly calendar. Vacation Reading 

Kit of posters, streamers and signs, $2.00. 



















































Haddon Wood Ivins. 214 W. 2nd St., 
Plainfield, N. J. 

Library postcards, bookmarks, certificates, 

posters, flyers and showcards. Price list 

and samples available. 


Library Products, Inc. P. O. Box 552, Stur- 
gis, Mich. 

Supply vacation reading aids: booklists, 

bookmarks, booklets, reading program cer- 

tificates and diplomas. Catalog available. 
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SUMMER PROGRAMS IN VERMONT 


FRANKLIN. HELen T. Wricut, Librarian. 

For our first summer project we tried a film program. Frank Lillie, Con- 
sultant for Special Services, made up a list of films suitable for children 5 
to 10, three for each Saturday morning, so the showing lasted about an hour, 
The regional library at St. Albans sent a film projector for each session, also 
a collection of books, those from which the movies were made, or others by 
the same author or on the same subject. The school board loaned small chairs 
from the Ist grade room. After the film showing, the children were invited 
to take out books from the special collection, and their interest in these con- 
tinued during the summer and carried over into the winter. 

Each week we put in a store window and in the post-office a poster listing 
the films for the following Saturday, and the time and place. 


HINESBURG. EtizaBETtH LANTMAN, Librarian. 

A story-telling hour each Saturday made regular patrons of children who 
had never before used the library. The circulation more than doubled, the 
largest in the library’s history. We borrowed 1500 books from the book- 
mobile. Several teachers and friends helped with the story-telling, after 
attending a story-telling workshop at St. Albans, conducted by Mrs. Jane 
Hobson of the Library Commission. Girl Scouts with badges in library work 


EADERS 


ARE 
LEADERS! 


One of the youngest readers and no doubt a future leader at Vergennes, Vt. 
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Several members of the Green 
and Gold Reading Club at 
Vergennes, Vt. 


Absorbed attention rewards the 
story-teller at Hinesburg, Vt. 


served as assistants under the librarian’s supervision and checked out books 
afterwards. 


Junior high school pupils enjoyed a reading club. Girl Scouts made booklets 
to be used as reading records. Prizes were awarded at the October meeting 
of the PTA, with Mrs. Jane Hobson as guest speaker. 

Some films were shown to adult groups as well as children, and we hope 
to continue this program more extensively this summer. 


PUTNEY. Mrs. JoHN WaAttace, Librarian. 

Last summer’s project was a Book Parade. Each of the more than thirty 
boys and girls who joined the Parade received a chart to hold twenty jolly 
stickers of different colors. These made a gay procession on a screen for all 
borrowers to see and admire. A reader reporting on a book told one of the 
librarians about the story before receiving a sticker. The children enjoyed 
talking about their reading discoveries. The choice of books was not re- 
stricted. The librarian wrote the titles and authors on individual charts; 
books especially recommended were starred. 

Presentation of awards came at the close of the summer program. Each 
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reader received his chart to carry home. One boy had read 100 books; the 
next highest child, 50. Those reading at least five books received a hand- 
some bookmark; those reading from six to ten books, another bookmark. 
The top prizes were good books. On Award Day a news photographer took 
a picture for the Brattleboro Reformer. 





VERGENNES. Cuaris B. Biopcett, Librarian. 

Our library is so busy in the summer there is no time for special programs, 
The library was built and endowed by William Gove Bixby. A superb loca- 
tion, a beautiful building, and plenty of books attract readers from the 
summer camps and private summer homes, who take out armfuls of books. 
They may have books renewed twice automatically, except for the newest, 
and they may take as many as they can carry, a greatly appreciated privi- 
lege. 

An upstairs assembly room is now used as an Art Exhibit for Champlain 
Valley artists during the summer, a project of the Vergennes Woman’s Club. 
During the spring and fall it is used for movies for the children. The second 
floor also has a museum (very attractive to children) and a Vermont room. 
The children have an art exhibit of their own in another room, arranged by 
the art teacher of the elementary school. 

Last summer Vergennes, busily reliving its historical past during the 
Champlain Festival, was delighted to find itself in a book of fiction. Marjorie 
Vetter, fiction and book review editor of THE AMERICAN GIRL, gave a 
copy of her book, CHAMPLAIN SUMMER, to the library, which was in 
the story, too. 


In Marlboro, the Public Librarian 
has taken a leading role in training stu- 
dents to operate the high school library 
in the absence of the regular school 
librarian, who has gone to England as 
an exchange teacher. Shown above is 
(center) Mrs. Corinne Nash, Public Li- 
brarian, with two of the students, 
James Lambert and Paula Cote. (Senti- 
nel Photo) 








































new hampshire | vane 


LIBRARIES 


The Silsby Free Public Library of ACWORTH reports a phenomenal 
record of increased reader interest. Circulation in 1957 was 1,884 books, or 
4.5 per capita; in 1959 the figure was 4,018 books, or 9.6 per capita. Credit 
for much of this increase is attributed to the fact that the library is now 
open on a school day, when children have easy access to its facilities. 
Circulation of juvenile books has increased from 195 to 2,008 in two years. 


Four separate groups of libraries are now participating in a pilot project 
involving the purchase of their books through the facilities of the New 
Hampshire State Library. The libraries are: Bridge Memorial Library, 
WALPOLE; Silsby Free Public Library, CHARLESTOWN; Silsby Free 
Public Library, ACWORTH; Shedd-Porter Memorial Library, ALSTEAD; 
Gay-Kimball Library, TROY; Frost Free Library, MARLBORO; SULLI- 
VAN Free Public Library; Mt. Caesar Union Library, CENTER SWAN- 
ZEY; TUFTONBORO Free Library; OSSIPEE Public Library; Cook 
Memorial Library, TAMWORTH; FREEDOM Public Library; MADISON 
Town Library; WOODSVILLE Free Public Library; LYME Town Library; 
ORFORD Social Library; ORFORDVILLE Free Library; PIERMONT 
Public Library; HAVERHILL Public Library. Several other Libraries are 
expected to join in the new project. 


These groups of libraries meet every other month, to choose books for 
purchase. Each library chooses its own books, which are then ordered by 
the State Library. These books are delivered directly to the individual 
libraries by the book jobber. Bills are paid by the State Library from funds 
deposited with the State Treasurer by the participating libraries. 


Most of these libraries have been receiving 25% or 30% discount on new 
books plus postage. By ordering through the State Library, their discount 
is now 3714%, and the jobber pays the postage. The savings are considerable. 
Careful figures are being kept of the cost to the State Library of providing 
this service. If these costs are not excessive, and if the plan is successful, 


it is hoped that the opportunity to participate may be extended to other 
New Hampshire libraries. 
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Margaret Leighton Accepts Vermont Children’s Book Award 


It is difficult to find the right words to tell you how delighted and proud 
I am that the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Children’s Book Award* has been 
given to my book, COMANCHE OF THE SEVENTH. 

First of all I know that it was a real distinction to have the book selected 
as one of the list of thirty fine stories to be considered. To have it chosen 
above all the others, and by the boys and girls themselves, makes me deeply 
and humbly grateful. Librarians and Parents and Teachers are fine people, 
but the boys and girls are my public. I write for them and their approval 
truly warms my heart. 

It is an especial honor to have my name inscribed with that of Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher. Her life had a far-reaching radiance as an understanding 
citizen of the world, a patriotic American and a loyal daughter of Vermont. 
Tt is good to remember that among her most cherished interests was a dedi- 
cated love and concern for American boys and girls. She had respect for 
their importance as individuals, now, and in their own right, as well as 
for their future status as citizens of our country. It was her great and burning 
wish that they should comprehend and value their splendid heritage of 
liberty, and she was wise enough to choose her familiar world of books as a 
means to that end. 

COMANCHE OF THE SEVENTH is, of course, first of all the story of 
a horse. However, he lived his life against a background which has now 
passed into what is rightly called our American Epic. In writing of him I 
tried to bring before young people, as accurately as possible, one facet of the 
vast, colorful, often confusing kaleidoscope which makes up the history of 
our country. I wanted them to see it clearly and to understand it. 

Children’s imaginations are so fresh and supple that, in reading, the life 
that is pictured in a book passes into their own experience almost as truly as 
though they were actually living it. This is the joy and also the sobering 
responsibility of a writer for boys and girls. 


*See NORTH COUNTRY LIBRARIES December 1958, p. 8. 


DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER AWARD 


The Dorothy Canfield Fisher Library Award for 1960, a grant of $5,000, 
went to the Preble County District Library, Preble County, Ohio, a federa- 
tion of six county libraries. In addition, nine supplementary awards of $1,000 
each were made to nine separate communities in Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, 
Idaho, Maryland, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, and West Virginia. The 
Award has been expanded in recognition of the critical need of funds for the 
purchase of books by small public libraries throughout the country. 
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LIBRARIES 


The Aldrich Public Library in BARRE had an Oriental Display of paint- 
ings, jewelry, costumes and books loaned by Barre residents who have 
traveled and lived in Japan. This brought many interested people to the 
library. The Story-Telling Hour sponsored by the Barre Woman’s Club 
during the past year concluded with a tour of the library and a party for 
the children. Over 125 children have attended and have become familiar with 
the library facilities. 

The BRADFORD Public Library participated in the 50th anniversary of 
the founding of Boy Scouts, sharing two filmstrips on life in Africa, following 
a talk by the local librarian. The public library and the Vermont Free Public 
Library Commission planned the program. Film programs and Story Hours 
on Saturday morning at the library are well attended. The library also has 
a new charging desk. 

The GEORGIA and GRAFTON libraries have been classified and cata- 
loged by librarians and trustees with the help of. the Free Public Library 
Commission. 

The PUTNEY Public Library is sponsoring two Adult Study Groups. 
Creative Writing is taught by Nancy Watson, well known author of children 
books and a resident of Putney. 

The READSBORO Library was weeded and re-arranged by the librarian, 
trustees, and Free Public Library Commission staff. The public was invited 
to a meeting at the library where the Executive Secretary of the Free Public 
Library Commission spoke on the importance of expanding all library services 
today to make books readily available for all. 

At the SOUTH ROYALTON Public Library, PTA members assist two 
afternoons a week in helping children find books and look up information 
after school. 

The VERNON Free Library is planning special services for older citizens 
and shut-ins. This includes lending jig saw puzzles and educational materials 
for recreational use as well as books. 

The BELLOWS FALLS, NORTHFIELD, WATERBURY, PUTNEY, 
SOUTH ROYALTON, and READSBORO libraries have received gift books 
as memorials, as well as gifts from local service and social clubs. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


This is a highly selective list, carefully chosen especially for small li- 
braries in towns under 10,000 population. These are all books published 
within the last six months, hence no publication date is indicated. 

Classification numbers are included for non-fiction as a further con- 


venience. 


*Starred items are recommended for Young People. 


ADULT FICTION 


Rateo D. RILEY 


Extension Librarian 
Littleton Branch, N. H. State Library 


Cochrell, Boyd. THE BARREN BEACH- 
ES OF HELL. Holt, $4.95. 


Andy Willy was seventeen when he enlist- 
ed in the Marine Corps, partly because of 
his romantic notion of war, partly to es- 
cape life in his brother’s house. Taking 
part in major operations, meeting the 
enemy openly and every day, long overdue 
for leave, he was carried along from island 
to island in the Pacific campaign, and saw 
the great shame and atrocity of war. The 
experience of fighting the enemy was hard- 
ly more bitter than the treatment he re- 
ceived from a new, harsh company officer 
who, not knowing what close combat 
really does to a man, refused to believe 
that Andy was innocent in the ceath of 
two buddies. When he saw Nagasaki, and 
came up for discharge, he was, premature- 
ly, a man, and had begun to see a purpose 
for the rest of his life. 


*Collings, Patricia. THE SMALL MOS- 
AICS OF MR. AND MRS. ENGEL. 
Doubleday, $3.75. 


Once in a while someone comes along with 
a nice, comfortable story about people who 
can live without violence and depravity, 
and yet live fully. This is such a story. 
Mrs. Engel approaches the trip to Italy 
expecting to like the Italians, and to be 
liked by them. Her efforts to sell herself 
win her a warmhearted welcome every- 
where. Her husband, more conservative, 
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provides a foil, and shows in his own quiet 
way a surprisingly deep appreciation of all 
he encounters. Two short short stories in- 
cluded in the book reveal equally penetrat- 
ing understanding of, and sympathy with, 
“ordinary” people. 


Davenport, Marcia. THE CONSTANT 
IMAGE. Scribner, $3.95. 


Harriet Piers, during one winter in Milan, 
finds herself overstepping the polite bounds 
in an affair, and really falls in love with 
Carlo Dalverio. A wife, hitherto  stoical 
toward Carlo’s involvements, but suddenly 
roused to jealousy, hastens Harriet’s de- 
parture for New York, where she sees 
Carlo for one last time. A rather quietly, 
but convincingly, told story of an emo- 
tional experience which is brief of dura- 
tion, but enduring in effect. 


DuMaurier, Daphne. THE BREAKING 
POINT. Doubleday, $3.95. 


A sense of weirdness, of eeriness, is a spe- 
cial mark of Miss DuMaurier’s. In this 
collection of short stories, she maintains 
that touch. “The Blue Lenses” tells of the 
strange power of vision which a woman 
has as the result of an eye operation. “The 
Alibi” finds a man convicted of a crime 
which he did not commit, but had planned. 
“The Menace” is a very funny story of a 
movie idol. The rest are equally unusual, 
but all have in common the idea that 
everyone must sometime face reality, when 
the link between emotion and endurance 
may be stretched to the breaking point, or 
may successfully hold one to sanity. 
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*Ellis, A. E. THE RACK. Little, Brown, 
$4.50. 


The experiences of a young Englishman in 
a sanatorium in the French Alps are nar- 
rated in a quiet and discriminating novel. 
Grim at times, gay at others, Paul Daven- 
ant’s life in the institution is never static. 
Doctors, nurses, patients are real living 
people to the reader, who is given a 
graphic insight into the symptoms and 
treatment of tuberculosis. 


*Llewellyn, Richard. UP, INTO THE 
SINGING MOUNTAIN. Doubleday, 
$4.95. 


Anyone who has read the author’s HOW 
GREEN WAS MY VALLEY may be dis- 
appointed at first to find the narrator, 
Huw Morgan, now in Patagonia, where 
he has gone to be away from the widowed 
sister-in-law, Bronwen, whom he loves but 
cannot marry. However, his experiences as 
an emigré are no less interesting than his 
earlier life, and the people of his new sur- 
roundings are as well portrayed as those 
in the earlier novel. Love for a young 
woman, and an uninvited affair with a 
widow, provide romance; a dangerous dam 
threatens destruction to the village where 
Huw is now a successful cabinet maker, 
and community leader. The prejudices and 
obstinacies of a pioneer settlement provide 
the stimulus for a story of unusual setting 
and realistic characterization. 


*MacLean, Alistair. NIGHT WITHOUT 
END. Doubleday, $3.95. 


It would be bad enough to be forced down 
on the Greenland ice cap under the best 
of conditions. However, for Doctor Peter 
Mason, inadequate supplies, a devilishly 
clever opponent, a plane cargo of death, 
and an airliner stewardess form the ingred- 
ients for a witches’ brew of emotional and 
natural obstacles which at times seem un- 


‘surmountable. 


Waugh, Alec. FUEL FOR THE FLAME. 
Farrar, $4.95. 


A small island lying on the equator in the 
Orient suddenly becomes important for its 
oil resources, and at the same time is ripe 


for independence from the British govern- 
ment. Oil workers at one end and politics 
at the other make the island a mass of plot, 
counterplot, espionage, frictions, and gen- 
eral unrest. Personal affairs are interwoven 
with political and economic affairs to pro- 
vide a complex novel generously strewn 
with colorful individuals. 


Williams, Thomas. 
Macmillan, $4.50. 


TOWN BURNING. 


John Cotter returned to his home town 
of Leah, N. H., to find his older brother, 
Bruce, who had always hated him, dying 
of a brain tumor. His parents, who had 
never seemed to have any affection for 
John, were demoralized. His boyhood girl 
friend, married but now widowed, a group 
of motorcycle-crazy young people, and the 
town outcast forced him to a realization 
of the strength of which he was capable, 
when the town was threatened with de- 
struction by fire. The author does especi- 
ally well in bringing out the impact of two 
little Negro “Fresh Airs” on the Cotters, 
with whom they spent the summer. 


Block, Anita Rowe. NECESSARY END. 
Doubleday, $4.50. 


Scott Powell’s sudden heart attack forces 
him to turn over the operation of the 
pharmaceutical concern he heads to men 
he has trained into their respective jobs. 
In the ensuing months, his wife’s over- 
protectiveness and his son’s hesitation 
about going into the business after college 
build up resentment in Scott. This, how- 
ever, is finally resolved when, having been 
offered an important State Department 
position, he reorganizes the company, and 
at the same time Scotty announces that he 
wants to go into the business. Scott de- 
cides that death is the necessary end, and, 
until it comes, he will follow his energetic 
‘natural bent, rather than prolong his life 
in a state of vegetation. Pertinent, now 
that increasing numbers of business men 
are faced with premature retirement be- 
cause of heart ailments. 


Durrell, Lawrence. CLEA. Dutton, $3.95. 


The finale of the tetralogy which opened 
with JUSTINE, and continued through 











BALTHAZAR and MOUNTOLIVE. In it, 
the story advances in time, and after a 
series of political and personal experiences 
the characters stand forth in their real 
perspective. There are humor, drama, 
pathos, passion, and brilliance, but the 
overall mood is one of serenity. 


Flores, Maria. THE BENEFACTOR. 
Doubleday, $3.95. 


Story of a political refugee, and his at- 
tempt to expose the tyranny existing in 
his native land. Doctor Alfaro, hunted as 
he waits in exile in New York, works on 
his condemnation of tyranny. An anony- 
mous man hunts him, but is done in by 
his own greed. An American pilot flies a 
sick man to a small Latin-American is- 
land, and asks the wrong questions at the 
wrong time. A web of suspenseful evil is 
drawn about a number of people by a man 
known for his good deeds. 


Gibbs, Willa. THE DEDICATED. Mor- 
row, $3.50. 


Beautiful Anne Warburton went to the 
office of London’s leading newspaper to 
seek work, and met Jeremy Sternes. She 
was unable to find work elsewhere be- 
cause, in the midst of the smallpox epide- 
mic, she was not immune. Sternes intro- 
duces her to Doctor Edward Jenner, and 
they become involved with him in the 
great immunization controversy. Dramatic 
story of people dedicated to a cause, and 
of those equally opposed to it. 


Moore, Ruth. THE WALK DOWN MAIN 
STREET. Morrow, $4.50. 


The old values of hard work and thrift, 
as held by Grandpa Martin, and the new 
ideas of the young science teacher, Alfred 
Berg, eddy about the people of a small 
Maine town. The old ideas have lost out, 
the new ones do not gain acceptance, and 
the adolescents of the town are left to 
sort out their own values, which some 
succeed in doing, others never do. The 
town’s young basketball star finds that, 
although his hot game won the regional 
championship for the town’s school and 
made him a hero, being a hero does not 
last. The townspeople find themselves be- 
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tween Matthew Arnold’s two worlds, “ - 
- - one dead, the other unable to be 
born.” As always, the author’s characters 
are sharply drawn, and the reader finds 
himself living elbow-to-elbow with them. 


*Searls, Hank. THE CROWDED SKY. 
Harper, $3.95. 


Dale Heath takes off from the West Coast 
in a Navy jet for a meeting in Washing- 
ton, his mind distracted by a broken mar- 
riage, and concern for his young daughter. 
At the same time a passenger plane heads 
west, under the command of a custom- 
bound veteran pilot who is worried about 
being grounded at a desk job. The story 
follows the progress of the two _ planes, 
watched by the ground control crew at 
Amarillo Control Center, and by reveal- 
ing the minds and thoughts of many per- 
sons involved builds up suspense to the 
climax, which inevitably results from a 
concatenation of small and, in themselves, 
insignificant human errors. 


*Shute, Nevil. TRUSTEE FROM THE 
TOOL ROOM. Morrow, $3.95. 


In his basement tool-room, Keith Stewart 
made all sorts of miniature machines, and 
wrote them up, with diagrams and _ in- 
structions for construction, for the mag- 
azine “Miniature Mechanic,” which was 
read by model makers throughout the 
world. However, when his sister and 
brother-in-law were shipwrecked and kill- 
ed on a small Pacific island, he felt it his 
duty as trustee of their estate for their 
daughter to recover a fortune in jewels 
which was hidden in their yacht. During 
the following odyssey, he not only re- 
covered the jewels, but, helped along by 
many people who had read and used his 
articles on miniature models, and by a 
genial beachcomber, he managed to show 
a neat profit for himself. Good adventure 
story, although the author’s swipes at 
Americans may irk the reader at times. 


Sorensen, Virginia. 
Harcourt, $5.75. 


KINGDOM COME.. 


Once more Mrs. Sorensen takes up the 
story of the Mormon movement, this time 
to tell of the inroads made by Mormon 
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and Baptist missionaries upon the state 
church of Denmark. She portrays well how 
the state church was divorced from the 
lives of the masses, and how one woman, 
finally disillusioned, takes a hand herself 
in the change. Frank, but never crude, 
the novel is well characterized, and pro- 
vides a good insight into rural Danish 
life of the mid-nineteenth century. 


*Stewart, Mary. MY BROTHER MICH- 
AEL. Mill: Morrow, $3.95. 


Camilla Haven, an English tourist, is pass- 
ing time in a café in Athens and con- 
sidering whether she has enough money 
to go to Delphi when chance provides her 
with a way, and she meets Simon Lester. 
Lester is visiting the scene of his older 
brother’s death fifteen years earlier. After 
meeting some serious opposition, Camilla 
and Simon find a surprising answer to 
the enigma of Michael’s death, and learn 
the real meaning of an ambiguous letter 
he had written home about a discovery 
he had made. 


*Tute, Warren. LEVIATHAN. Little, 
$4.95. 


After describing the technology of the 
building of “Leviathan,” Transoceanic’s 
hope for retention of leadership in world 
shipping, the author goes on to describe 
the interrelations of the people whose lives 
she influences following her (fictional) 
launching in 1936, and during her parti- 
cipation in World War II. Largely through 
the eyes of Susan Spicer, who takes a job 
in the purser’s office and later gains the 
controlling shares of chairman Sir Josiah 
Flint, the ship comes alive, and the com- 
plexities of life aboard her are unrolled. 


*Williams, John. BUTCHER’S CROSS- 
ING. Macmillan, $3.95. 


An unusually good western novel tells of 
the later years of the buffalo hunters, as 
Wiil Andrews lived them. Will, seeking a 
meaning for his life, leaves New England 
and stakes a veteran hide hunter on an 
expedition after a large, secret herd of 
prime buffalo. Narrative is very good, and 
the hardships of the trail and of camplife 
are strikingly pictured. 


ADULT NON-FICTION 


Cuartes D. MAvrer, Jr. 


Extension Librarian 
Keene Branch, N. H. State Library 


ADVENTURE—GEOGRAPHY— 
TRAVEL 


*Gatti, Ellen & Gatti, Attilio. THE NEW 
AFRICA. Scribner, $3.95. 


The authors point up, in this informal 
study, the fact that while the geographi- 
cal and other physical aspects of Africa 
have undergone a rather thorough explora- 
tion, definite enigmas pose themselves in 
such areas as the sociology and the poli- 
tics of the continent. In the course of 
making a tour of the areas which Africa 
includes, the Gattis, while not attempting 
a serious analysis of current issues, touch 
upon some of the reasons for the potential- 
ly eruptive forces which characterize con- 
temporary Africa. Numerous photographs 
and maps add to an excellent lighter 
travelogue which could also serve as an 
introductory work about Africa. 916 


*Novak, Joseph, THE FUTURE IS 
OURS, COMRADE. Doubleday, $3.95. 


It would be a practically impossible assign- 
ment for one foreigner to define the con- 
temporary world of the U.S.S.R. The 
pseudonymous author of this book had an 
opportunity to view some of the aspects 
of Soviet life in closer and more accurate 
focus than do foreign correspondents, 
diplomats, and tourists generally. He thus 
can add to our general knowledge about 
such matters as the recreational and social 
role of the city street in the average citi- 
zen’s life, the advantage or disadvantage 


’ of marriage for a young person, the re- 


wards of good scholarship, and the frank 
belief of loyal young party members in 
Soviet victory over the United States in 
the near future. The inclusion of conver- 
sations which the author had with Rus- 
sian acquaintances increases the ease of 
reading style in this informative and im- 
portant addition to our books on the 
U.S.S.R. 914.7 











Stark, Freya. RIDING TO THE TIGRIS. 
Harcourt, Brace, $5.00. 


A rather lyrical style is a feature of this 
fine account of a British woman’s lone 
travels through the Hakkiari region of the 
Near East, which is located within the 
border areas of Syria, Turkey, Iran, and 
Iraq. Her travelling companions were 
occasional and incidental, and the author 
admits having experienced temporary and 
periodic regrets about the undertaking of 
such a journey. Her observations on 
British policy in the Near East are, like 
the rest of her writing, thoughtful and 
frank. An effective portrayal of the mood 
and culture of a rather isolated region. 
915.67 


*Winslow, Kathryn. 
Dodd, Mead, $4.95. 


ALASKA BOUND. 


The California-born wife of a chemical 
engineer frankly confesses her unusually 
strong affection for Alaska, and even wish- 
es that her birth had occurred there. She 
has written this book as a travel guide, 
not as the more definitive study which 
she plans to publish later, and one re- 
ceives the impression that she definitely is 
interested in the promotion of increasing 
tourist traffic to this state. A description 
of tours which may be made by land, sea, 
or air follows a resume of the eight geo- 
graphical areas of Alaska, and precedes 
brief tips on organized tours and private 
itineraries. Many fascinating facts which 
the author sandwiches in throughout the 
book add to what probably will become 
a very popular and useful guidebook. 
917.98 


BIOGRAPHY 


*Lee, Laurie. THE EDGE OF DAY. Mor- 
row, $4.00. 


Mr. Lee’s chief interest has been in the 
composing of poetry, although he has 
demonstrated his writing versatility by 
his work in other areas as well. This auto- 
biography of his childhood in the Cots- 
wold Hills of Gloucestershire, England 
evokes the nature and color of its rural 
setting along with recalling his mother’s 
role in the lives of seven fatherless chil- 
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dren. An entertaining account rendered in 
superior fashion. 


HISTORY 


*Eggenberger, David. FLAGS OF THE 
U.S.A. Crowell, $4.50. 


Next to our twenty-fifth national flag, 
which flew from 1912 to 1959, the Ameri- 
can flag which flew longest was the one 
of fifteen stars and fifteen stripes, which, 
as our second flag, served for over twenty- 
three years. Numerous colcr plates, plus 
diagrams and illustrations in black and 
white, enhance the usefulness of this book. 
A good reference title which contains as 
well a brief history of each new state, and 
interesting reading in United States his- 
tory. 929.9 


*Hoehling, Adolph A. THE FIERCE 
LAMBS. Little, Brown, $3.95. 


A month-by-month description of the 
events of 1917 which related to America’s 
entry into World War I. One of the out- 
standing impressions received by _ our 
troops in battle was the tremendous dif- 
ference which existed between combat 
realities and preconceived ideas about 
“the great adventure.’ Mr. Hoehling, 
whose writing style here is lively and re- 
portorial, pays particular attention to four 
individual soldiers who, as early casual- 
ties, became symbols of sacrifice in Amer- 
ica. 940.4 


Sutherland, C. H. V. GOLD. McGraw- 
Hill, $7.95. 


Illustrative of the relative rarity of gold 
among metals, which of course helps es- 
tablish its high value, is the fact that the 
total amount of gold mined in the world 
during the past five centuries would about 
fill a cubic container measuring fifteen 
yards on each side. Mr. Sutherland sur- 
veys the uses which have been made of 
gold by peoples and governments, such as 
decoration and coinage, from the time of 
earliest recorded history onward, and 
notes the importance of the confidence- 
giving role which it fills in today’s world. 
Color plates, illustrations, drawings, and 
maps add to a fascinating account which 
should appeal to a wide audience. 669.2 
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NATURAL SCIENCES 


Beale, James H. THE EVERGREENS. 
Doubleday, $4.50. 


A discussion of the soil preparation and 
of the planting, care, and pruning of ever- 
green trees and shrubs precedes a detailed 
guide to the evergreens. Arrangement in 
this guide is alphabetically by genus with- 
in the three separate groups of the con- 
ifers, the broad-leaved plants, and the 
Heath family. Mr. Beale’s lifelong back- 
ground of work and research in this field 
have enabled him to offer a book which, 
with its photographs and _ objectivity, 
should prove to be a useful and authorita- 
tive reference title for gardeners, landscape 
architects, and interested readers. 582 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Bell, Jack. THE SPLENDID MISERY. 
Doubleday, $4.95. 


As a Washington correspondent, Mr. Bell 
has taken advantage of the opportunity to 
observe and analyze important aspects of 
our national government. The system of 
checks and balances was set up to prevent 
any one of the three branches of our 
government from becoming too dominant, 
and the struggle between the executive 
and the legislative to gain political leader- 
ship of the country has followed from this 
arrangement. The author details many 
facts in the development of this relation- 
ship during the terms in office of Eisen- 
hower, Truman, and Roosevelt, but also 
draws upon important details of events 
which occurred during earlier administra- 
tions. An effective and timely political 
study which explores its subject more 
deeply than does the Bendiner work re- 
viewed immediately below. 329 


*Bendiner, Robert. WHITE HOUSE FE- 
VER. Harcourt, $3.75. 


Astute observations on choosing a presi- 
dential candidate, drawn from the writer’s 
experience at seven national conventions. 
Mr. Bendiner, an author, lecturer, news- 
paper reporter, and magazine writer and 
editor, emphasizes at the outset his feel- 
ing that our system has worked as well 
in actual practice as that used for choos- 
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ing a leader in any other nation of the 
world. His sense of humor and informal 
style of approach make for a strong popu- 
lar appeal which is furthered by appropri- 
ate political cartoons. Not intended as a 
deep study, but definitely timely. 324 


Peterson, James A. TOWARD A SUC- 
CESSFUL MARRIAGE. Scribner, $3.95. 


A marriage counselor discusses the general 
aspects of this subject, such as choice of 
a mate, initial adjustments, finances, reli- 
gion, sex, and child-raising, and does not 
attempt to advise those who strongly 
need individual counseling. Case histories 
drawn from Mr. Peterson’s counseling 
experience illustrate some of the adjust- 
ment difficulties which married couples 
have encountered and resolved. A straight- 
forward and sober presentation which is 
a good addition to the shelf of self-help 
materials. 173 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 


by 
Mrs. EstHer M. Swirt 
Acting Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Commission 
Montpelier, Vermont 


Ayer, Jacqueline. A WISH FOR LITTLE 
SISTER. Harcourt, $2.95. 


The black mynah bird told Little Sister 
that she could have any wish she desired 
for her birthday. Colorful Bangkok un- 
folds for the reader as she tries to decide 
what the wish will be. Attractive, charm- 
ing and gay, this is also excellent back- 
ground material for the beginning geo- 
graphy student. Order reinforced binding. 


Belting, Natalia. INDY AND MR. LIN- 
COLN. Holt, $2.95. 


Her name was really Indiana; she was 
pure white, very special, extremely ad- 
venturesome; and she was a pig. How she 
met Mr. Lincoln in a mud puddle, from 
which he extricated her, is very entertain- 
ing. Leonard Everett Fisher’s il!ustrations 
add much to the book. Good binding. 








Duncan, Lois. THE LITTLEST ONE IN 
THE FAMILY. Dodd, $3.00. 


Robert was too little for almost every- 
thing, and was very sad over it until a 
new baby turned out to be even smaller 
and less able to de things. Hilarious story 
and whimsical pictures done by Suzanne 
Larsen. Dedicated to the team’s four 
small children, “whose afternoon naps 
made the book possible.” 


Hogner, Nils. TANNY. Walck, $2.75. 


Story and pictures done by author. Bound 
in tan fabric, illustrated in brown, tan and 
fawn colors on beige paper, this is the 
loveliest picture book of the year. Tanny 
is a small orphaned fawn who makes 
friends with a Shetland pony and is cared 
for on the Smith farm. Everything about 
the story is as delightful as the appearance 
of the book. Binding is superior. 


Justus, May. LESTER AND HIS HOUND 
PUP. Hastings, $2.95. 


Illustrations by Joan Balfour Payne. An- 
other good story from the Southern High- 
lands. ‘““No-End Hollow” is home for Big 
Les, Lester, and Funny, the hound dog. 
Adventure comes when Lester leaves 
Funny behind to make his first trip to 
“Far Beyant.” Will please boy dog lovers 
through the third grade. Sturdy binding 
and attractive end papers. 


Kahl, Virginia. THE PERFECT PAN- 
CAKE. Scribner, $2.75. 


Almost a modern folk-tale, in rhymed 
verse and full of droll humor. Illustrations 
by the author are gay in bright blues and 
yellows. Reinforced binding. 


Martin, Patricia. CHANDLER CHIP- 
MUNK’S FLYING LESSON. Abing- 
don, $2.50. 


Six short stories with the antics of Chand- 
ler providing theme. This little fellow and 
his friends are very appealing and have 
some uproariously funny experiences. At- 
tractive colored illustrations by Margot 
Locke. Order reinforced. 
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Udry, Janice May. DANNY’S PIG. Loth- 
rop, $2.75. 


Illustrated by Mariana of FLORA MC. 
FLIMSEY fame. Danny’s pig was a 
small lamb named Beanblossom, who was 
so used to the litter of piglets she thought 
she was a pig too. A very pleasant book 
to read and re-read, as well as just to 
look at. Order in buckram. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


Mrs. Marcaret T. PATRICK 
Field Worker, St. Albans, Vermont 


Corbett, Scott. THE LEMONADE 
TRICK. Little, $2.75. 


Kerby helps old Mrs. Graymalkin extri- 
cate the heel of her shoe from an iron 
grating and is rewarded with a chemistry 
set. But this is no ordinary chemistry set! 
A few drops from one vial in lemonade 
makes mowing lawns and cleaning cellars 
FUN. Even Kerby’s dog, after lapping 
some of the magic potion, fills up the holes 
he dug in the garden and ignores the neigh- 
bor’s cat. Happily, this unnatural state of 
affairs is only temporary. 


Eager, Edward. THE WELL-WISHERS. 
Harcourt, $3.25. 


Further wonderful adventures of the six 
children of MAGIC OR NOT? told in the 
first person by each of the children in turn. 
“This is Gordy telling the story now.” 
“This is Laura writing now because it was 
my turn next.” Lively and modern, it 
touches among other things on the problem 
of race relations in a forthright way which 
is never sanctimonious. 


Guillot, René. GRISHKA AND THE 
BEAR. Criterion, $2.75. 


Fascinating, age-old tribal hunting cere- 
monies are described in this tender, haunt- 
ing story of a little Siberian boy and the 
bear cub he brings up in his village only 
to lose it to the mountains from which it 
came. Sensitive relationship between child 
and beast is portrayed in highly poetic 
prose. French edition won LePrix Enfance 
Du Monde. 
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Rubicam, Harry C., Jr. MEN AT WORK 
IN HAWAII. Putnam, $3.00. 


Interesting and informative addition to the 
MEN AT WORK series. Descriptions of 
typical industries and occupations in the 
newest of the United States. Simply and 
engagingly written, with bold, clear type 
and many outstanding photographs. In- 
dexed. 


Stirling, Lilla. THE PIPE ORGAN IN 
THE PARLOR. Nelson, $2.95. 


In Nova Scotia of another generation if 
one sees the new moon through glass one 
must bow to it seven times to ward off 
bad luck. This and other unusual Scotch 
customs form a charming background for 
this story of the pipe organ which Jeanie 
and her grandfather built in their parlor. 


Thomas, Henry. THE WRIGHT BROTH- 
ERS. Putnam, $2.50. 


Clear and dramatic picture of the origin 
of the airplane and a fine biography of 
two modest men who were tenacious in 
the face of ridicule and disinterest, fail- 
ures and injuries, until their dream came 
triumphantly true. LIVES TO REMEM- 
BER series. 


Turnbull, Lucia. FAIRY TALES OF 
INDIA. Criterion, $3.50. 


Classic fairy tales with an exotic Eastern 
flavor; wise and witty animal stories in 
the Aesop tradition and legends of Hindu 
mythology make this an unusual and beau- 
tiful collection. Imaginative illustrations by 
Hazel Cook. 


Vance, Marguerite. JEPTHA AND THE 
NEW PEOPLE. Dutton, $2.50. 


Jeptha and the other inhabitants of his 
small Maine seacoast town had never seen 
anything like the ménage which moved in 
next door. A flamboyant actres, with In- 
dian servants and a cheetah for a pet, is 
bringing up John, her motherless nephew. 
In spite of different backgrounds the two 
boys become fast friends and eventually, 
because of an adult romance and marriage, 
members of the same family. Good char- 


acterization. Illustrated by Vermont artist, 
Robert MacLean. 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


EtHan E. NEWTON 


Assistant Regional Librarian 
St. Albans, Vermont 


*Annixter, Paul. PRIDE OF LIONS. Hill 
and Wang, $3.00. 


A superior collection of fourteen animal 
stories, ranging from the icy Arctic tundra 
to the lush Sumatran jungle, from the wild 
heights of the Montana Rockies to the 
deepest fathoms of the ocean. Whoever 
the hero—familiar Ringtail, the coon, or 
the most peculiar “Old Rubbernose,” the 
anteater—his story is always fascinating 
and often violent. Throughout these tales 
is the sense of struggle for life, the finality 
of balance in nature. Recommended for 
animal lovers with a superior understand- 
ing of vocabulary. By the author of 
SWIFTWATER. 


*DeLeeuw, Cateau. GIVE ME YOUR 
HAND. Little, Brown, $3.00. 


A pleasant romance of the type much en- 
joyed by teen-age girls. Life in Ohio dur- 
ing the early days of its settlement is any- 
thing but easy for Ellen Spencer, oldest of 
six motherless children. Weary of poverty 
and endless household drudgery, she is at- 
tracted to Horace Estabrook, a handsome, 
wealthy stranger from the East. But there 
is also young Jethroe Parrish, unobtrusive, 
but a friend in need, who is quietly add- 
ing acreage to his farm. Ellen’s choice, 
which is revealed in the final pages, lends 
an aura of suspense. 


Fenner, Phyllis R. THE PRICE OF LIB- 
ERTY; Stories of the American Revo- 
. lution. Morrow, $3.00. 


Selected by Miss Fenner, this collection 
contains stories by outstanding historical 
novelists: Howard Fast, Walter Edmonds, 
Howard Pyle, Bruce Lancaster and others. 
Spies, a prison escape, a race for life 
against pursuing Indians, a display of 
rifle marksmanship—all tales which make 
exciting reading. Valuable supplemental 
reading for social studies. 








Havighurst, Marion Boyd. THE SYCA- 
MORE TREE. World, $3.00. 


Historical romance, set in Ohio during the 
Civil War. Anne Rogers, raised in Ohio, 
but having lived for a while in the South, 
is sympathetic with the Confederate cause. 
One brother is fighting with the Union, the 
other is with Morgan’s Raiders. Merry 
Gates, her close friend, and Merry’s family, 
with whom Anne is living, are loyal North- 
erners. Morgan makes a daring foray across 
the Ohio into Union territory and escapes 
only because the girls aid him; but Anne’s 
wounded brother, one of the Raiders, is 
left behind and must be hidden in the 
attic. Enmities are resolved, romance heigh- 
tens. A dramatic story with high appeal. 


Jackson, C. Paul.k WORLD SERIES 
ROOKIE. Hastings, $2.75. 


A thriller with more than one ninth-inning 
“miracle.” Stub Alison, baseball rookie, ex- 
pects to become one of the best catchers 
in the big leagues. His first attempt fails 
because he cannot field nearly so well as 
he can hit; and anyway, he holds a slight 
contempt for a fielding position. Sent back 
to the farm club, he works hard to over- 
come his handicap; before the season is 
ended he is brought back up to the majors. 
His gradual development into a real “big- 
leaguer” is a rousing story that should sat- 
isfy any baseball fan. Contains much base- 
ball jargon. 


*Miller, Mary Sue. HERE’S TO YOU, 
MISS TEEN; a guide to good groom- 
ing and poise. Winston, $3.95. 


An important book for the teen-age col- 
lection. Includes sections on hygiene, com- 
plexion care, hair grooming and _ styling, 
diet, dress, and etiquette for various occa- 
sions. Also a grooming calendar and cal- 
orie counter. Indexed. Each section is 
printed on a different pastel shade for 
easy location. 


*Norton, Andre. STORM OVER WAR. | 
LOCK. World, $3.00. 


Excellent story by a well-known author of 
Science Fiction. Sole survivors of a plane- 
tary invasion by the Throgs, Shann Lan- | 
tee, a lowly Terran, and Ragnar Thorvald, 
one of the elite First-In Scouts, team up to 7 
try to locate the unknown people who sup- — 
posedly inhabit the planet. Always pur- — 
sued, ever in danger, they stumble upon a | 
strange world governed by females who | 
rule by thought control. ; 


Rushmore, Helen. THE SHADOW OF 1 
ROBBER’S ROOST. World, $2.95. 


From start to finish a bona fide western, | 
in which the hero is a twelve year old boy © 
(well, almost thirteen). Robber’s Roost is — 
the outlaw hideout from which William ~ 
Coe and his men terrorize the countryside. — 
Jonny, the boy, embittered by the loss of 
his pet steer (to placate an angry Indian), | 
desperately hopes that he can in some way © 
make up for the indignities suffered by his © 
family and neighbors. While on a corn de- © 
livering mission with his old friend, Jed, — 
Jonny tangles with Coe and his marauders, 
sees a wagon train looted and burned, and 
takes part in a little legitimate cattle rust- © 
ling. Finally he plays a leading role in © 
setting right the wrong. { 


Wibberley, 


Leonard. PETER TREE- © 
GATE’S WAR. Farrar, $2.95. 


Commencing with the Battle of Bunker 
Hill, this story follows the adventures of 
Peter Treegate, his father, John Treegate, 
and his foster father, the salty Maclaren of © 
Spey. It also introduces another fascinat- 
ing character, Peace of God Manly, one- 
time petty thief, but now a Bible quoting 
fighter. Although only 156 pages long, 
there are many action-packed battle scenes, 
supplemented by a prison break, a mystery 
and a clan feud. Follows JOHN TREE- 
GATE’S MUSKET, but may be read in- 
dependently. The author plans two more 
in this series. Good supplemental material 
for social studies. 











